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The Debate of the Treaty of Commerce lies in avery narrow Compafs. 

What has been laid down repeated, tn order to bring the Debate to a Conclufion: 

What was propofed in the laft Mereator effectually proved and explained. 

It is left in the Power of the Parliament to make the French Trade advantageous, if any 


part of the Treaty fhould prove deficient. 





HE lat MERCATOR reduced the Debate 

about the Treaty of Commerce to a very 

narrow Compafs; indeed the MERC A- 

TOR was from the beginning of the Opi- 

nion, that the Debate lay ina little room, and won- 

dered to fee People go back fo far, and to enquire,how 
swe dhould now Trade, by how we did Trade: 

~ It is true, one way to know,what our Trade might be, 

vas to fee what it had been ; but the Enemy, like unfair 

Difputants, pervert the true End and Defign of a Re- 

rrof{pect into the Trade, and would Argue from what 

at has been, to what it thal] be, with fuch a limitation of 

rhe Argument, as if it fhould not be able to be better, 

than it has been. 

The MERCATOR has fhewn,that the ordinary 
Exportation by the Cuftom-houfe Books, with what is 
known to pafs by other Channels, has amounted to 
aboye a Million Sterling per Annum, even in a Year, 
afier the French had for fome time ftreightened arid lef- 
fen’d our Commerce, by laying double Duties upon , all 
our Woollen Manutactures ; and he belicves it ts ratio- 
nal to Argue, that if thofe double Dutics had not been 
Jaid on that Exportation, had been greatef; but the 
People he has to do. with are of that Logician’s Sect, 
who faid, He that would Conquer an Adverfary in Difpute, 
mult refolve to Cavil at every thing, and grant Nothing. 

For this Reafon the MERCATOR never Diiputes 
with thefe Men, but laying down his Foundation, goes 
on to make good all that he has alledged, and leaves 
Impartial Men to judge of Truth by the light of their 
Reafon, rejecting Cavil and a Paper War, as necdlef§ in 
this Cafe. 

The refule of the MERCATOR’s Arguments is 
now brought to this Head. 

If in 1685, fuch or fuch a Quantity of our Manu- 
factures was Exported to France, while a Duty of 20 
per Cent. was laid upon them in France ; when that 
Duty is taken off, that Exportation muft be greater, 
becaufe Cheapnefs caufes Confumption : This has been 
proved by its contrary in an Example, (viz.) irr 1687 ; 
another Duty of 20 per Cent. was likewife added to the 
former Duties then payable-in France ; immediately our 
Exportations funk, and we fent out 2500001. in Value 
lefs in one Year in thofe Goods only,than we did before; 


by the fame Rule had the firft 29 per Cent. been taker 
off, the Exportation would have Eritreated: as by adding 
afecond 20 pet Cent. it Decreafed: This, the MERs 
CATOR thinks, is a reafonable Inference. | 

Now the Treaty of Commerce taking off boththofe 
Duties, as well that of 1667, as that of 1687, in all 40 
per Cent. there can be no reafon,why our Exportations 
ihould not return to what they were before, except that 
difhonourable and forged Suggeftion, of the French have 
ing no need of our Goods; which has been fully Ane 
fwered, and defervedly Expofed, and is: every Day Cons 
futed, even by fome of thofe very Men,who join in the 
Clamour, as appears by their fending out our Goods 
daily to France, even while the infupportable Duties there 
are fufficient to damp any Trade in, the World. : 

The MERC ATOR having thus effectually proved, 
that our Exportations fhall by this Treaty be more thari 
ever, has in the laft Paper inculcated and_ prefs'd it as a 
National Duty, that we ought not to omit every occafi- 
on of Exporting and Extending our own Growth and 
Manufacture, becaufe it is the Wealth of our Rich, and 
the Bread of our Poor ; and that therefore this fhould be 
our firft Care. 

The MERG ATOR then grants, that we ought 
fo to check the Importation of Goods from abroad, as 
that the Quantity fhould not be fuffered to Over-ballance 
what we fend out, becaufe that Ballance is always to be 
made good out of the ftated National Stock. This is 
granting all they Contend for. 

But the MERCATOR alledges, that ths is 
actually and effe¢tually provided for im the Treaty, fo 
thar it is impoffible,that we thould have a Ballance of 
Trade againft us from France’; and this the MERCA- 
TOR is now farther to prove and explain: Andif this 
is explained and proved, it will be very hard for any Man 
to aflign a Reafon, why the Treaty fhould not be made 
Effeétual. ; 

1. The firft Provifion made in the Treaty for the 
Advantage of the Bririfh Gommerce, was, as before, to 
have all the high Duties in France taken off-from- our 
Manufadtures, that their Exportation thither fhould not 


be any. langer interrupted : This bas been {poken to, and 


proved to be éffectually done. 
2, Eheir next Care was to preferve the Advantage to . 
ws 








us of keeping on fo many of our high Duties upon the 
French Goods here, as might be effttual to Two Ends, 
(1:) To keep out fome fach Goods, as we were capable 


REQ of making at home, fo that our Manufacturing thofe 
©?) Goods might not be Difcouraged and Defeated. (2.) To 
rhe? % 5 “others in fuch a manner, as that our Manu- 
2 Ye ry .- f them here.might be to fo much Ad- 
ae ey that the Importation might do no harm, fuch 
0. Ys gs Wrought Silks, &c. and other Goods, which tho’ we 
iiss \53AMO make fome of, yet we Imported great Quantities 
. sis from other Countries. (3.) To check the Glut of other 


Goods,which we have none of, from our own Growth, 
that the Quantity might not Confume us by an Over- 
ballance of Trade, (viz.) Their Wine and Brandy. 

To make thefe Three Heads effectual ro their refj pective 
Defign, this Treaty, which is fo much complain’d 
againft, becaufe fo little underftood, has, 1. Left a 
Duty on Alamodes and Luftrings of 11. 11s. 4d. per 
Pound weight, which is fo high, that the Weavers 
themfelves own’d at the Houfe of Commons, that it wae 
an effectual Prohibition, and no French Alamodes and 
ac could for the tuture: be brought in, the Dury 
being en times,what it was before the War. 

_ Upon the Wrought Silks, the Duty of 10s. 6d. and 
12s. per]. is left, being Three times what it was before. 

Upon the Brandy, the Duty is advanced from 30 s. 
oe ]. per Ton, being above Thirty times what it was 

efore. 

Upon the Wine, from 71. 10s. to 27 1.1 s.4.d. be- 
ing almoft Four times what it was before. 

The MERCATOR has infifted on it, that under 
thefe high Duties it is not reafonable to imagine that a 
dike Quantity of thefe Goods fhall be Imported, ‘as was 
before. | 

But our Difputants, who, as is faid above, will grant 
Nothing, and Cavil at every thing, are not afhamed to 
fay, that this is all Nothing; that as much Wine thall 
be Imported, when by their own Notion of the Prime 
Coft and Cuftoms, fhall be at 521. per Ton, as when it 
was at 15 ]. 10s.; that as much Brandy fhall be Imported 
tvhen the Prime Coft with the Cuftoms fhall amount to 
70l. per Ton, as was in 1685, when both cameto but 10). 
igOs.; and that the Dearnefs of thefe Things fhall not 
$eflen the Confumption. 

But the Makers of this Treaty, as if they forefaw 
what a fort of Difputants we were like to have, an 
that two and two would not be allowcd to make four 
in this Argument ; as if they were refolved to provide, 


that no:poflible Cavil fhould lie againft the Treaty, that 


not even Falihood it felf, nor the worft Sophifiry, thould 
have Power or Face to fand up againft it ; after having 
made all this, provifion for our Trade, they left it to the 
Power of the Britifh Parliament for ever hereafter : 
That when it fhould appear, if fuch a thing was pollible, 
that the French, notwithftanding all thefe high Duties, 
fhould any way Overpower us, they might lay on any 
higher or farther Duties, till they had effectually prevented 
it, and rendered it impoffible. 

This is apparent in the Words of the th Article, 
where the Duties that are, or thall be jaid by the Britith 
Parliament on Goods Imported here trom France, are 
limited to no Rate, but fuch as fhall be payable upon 
Goods of the like Quality from other Eashenie. fo 
that whenever our Parliament fhall find reafon to lay a 
higher. Duty on Foreign Wrought Silks, or Wine, or 
Brandies, &c. Imported from Italy, Holland, Portugal, 
Spain, &c. they may do the like on the French, till they 
bring the Importation as Jow as they pleafe; whereas 
the French are exprefly, in Wordsat length, tied up to 
take off all their Duties to the Year 1664. 

This is fuch a Teftimony to what has been faid of the 
French. Trade being to our Advantage, that no Front can 
withftand it, no Anfwer can be given to it : The Parlia- 
ment have it always in their Power, if the Treaty fhould 
appear not to be fufficient, TO MAKEIT SO; and it 
is not only probable,that the French Trade mav be tor 


‘ 





our Advantage, but, unlefs we can fuppofe a Britifh Par- 
liamene fhall hinder it, ‘twill for ever be impoffible to be 
otherwite. 


ERR ATA in Mercator, No.7. 


Col. r. line 34. for 278 Barrels read 278 Barrels and. 
Col. 2. lin. 31. for 13 Chaldr. of Grind/fones read 1013 
Chaldr, of Grindffoncs. Col. 3. line 44. after Huir (,) 
Col. 4. line 1. dele Heavy Goods and. 





From, the Custem-House. 
Nov. 19. Goods Exported to France in one Day. 


16 1. Weight of Silk Stockings 
6 Dozen of Gloves 
10 Caftors 
324. Yards of Flannel 
6 Pair of Hofe 
2 Parcels of Wearing Appared 
21}. Apothecary Wares 
14], Wrought Iron 
56 1. Wrought Brafs 
i4 1, Books 
3 Stuffs ~ ¥ 
* 250 Stuffs 
18C, Block Tin 
4545 1. Cotton Wooll ‘Ast 
140 C. Faftick % the 
100 Red Sawders r: 
220 Logwood 
623 1. Saffrparilla 
i Gall, Citron water 
80 C. Copperas 
56 |. Haberdafhery 
250 Quarter of Barkey 
10 Quarter of Oatmeal 
34. Bufhel of Flower 
4 Firkins of Butter 
§ Ton of Iron Guns 
* 118 C. Brown Sugar | 
Certain odd things, Saddle, Skooes, &¢. 


mvt 


N. B. The MERC ATOR finding he fhall have Oc- 
cafion to fpeak hereafter about thofe Trades which Export 
our Bullion in Specie, and without any Reflection, ei- 
ther Perfonal or Nation, thinks fit to give a Particular of 
the Quantity of Bullion Exported to Holland for fome 
tire paft, and to come as follows. 


From the Cuftom-Houfe. 
Exported to Holland in 3 Days, Nov. 16, 18, 19. 


Noy. 16 7000 oz. Bullion 
18 10000 oz. 
19 20000 oz. 


37000 Ounces of Silver in Bullion. 








ADVERTISEMENT. 

ON the 2>th Inflant, Mr. Tompion, noted for making 

ofall forts of the beft Clocksand Watches, departed 
this Life : This is to Certify to all Perfons, of whatever 
Quality or Diftin@ion, that William Webfler, at the 
Dial and Three Crowns in Exchange-Alley, London, 
ferved his Apprenticefhip, and ferved as a Journeyman a 
confiderable time with the faid Mr. Tompion, and by his 
Induftry and Care is fully acquainted with his’ Secrets in 
the faid Arr. | | 
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